
 

Artist in Residence Open Call – 19 April 2022 
 
 
3 x Practice Led Research Residencies as part of ‘Deep Time: Commissions 
for the Lake District Coast’ in partnership with the CNPPA (Centre for National 
Parks and Protected Areas) at the University of Cumbria. 

 
Applications are sought from artists, and creative and cultural practitioners, to undertake 
one of three practice led research (PLR) residencies in West Cumbria, between May and 
November 2022. 
 

 
Drigg dunes and nature reserve, a site of special scientific interest SSI. Photograph © Sam Scales 

 
Deep Time: Commissions for the Lake District Coast is a major new public art programme for 
Copeland in West Cumbria. Launching in September 2022, the project will see 6 new artists 
commissions installed along 60km of the Irish Sea, proposals by international artists for a 
major new landmark artwork, and series of new writing commissions. Deep Time also 
includes a curated programme of film, talks, performances and site-specific artworks to be 
launched during the opening weekend in mid-September. 
 
The PLR residencies will provide an opportunity for three artists / creative and cultural 
practitioners to carry out a period of research by embedding themselves in the West 
Cumbrian landscape. Copeland is home to four of the thirteen valleys of the UNESCO Lake 
District World Heritage site, Wast Water (England’s deepest lake), and Scafell Pike 
(England’s highest mountain). The borough also takes in the iconic Sellafield nuclear site, the 



 

Georgian town of Whitehaven and historic landmarks including Muncaster Castle, 
Ravenglass, and remains of Roman occupation. 
 
The selected artists/creative and cultural practitioners will be partnered with an 
academic/researcher from the CNPPA (Centre for National Parks and Protected Areas) to 
frame their research within one of the CNPPA’s four research strands: (1) cultural 
landscapes, (2) wildlife conservation and ecology, (3) rural and visitor economy and (4) 
human-nature relationships. The academic will be selected in consultation between the 
resident artist, and University staff. 
 
Our aim is to explore Copeland and expand upon the core themes of the arts programme, 
including its rich history of geology and mineral extraction, the ‘deep time’ evoked by the 
presence of the nuclear industry, and the cultural heritage of rural dwelling and patterns of 
land use over the centuries. The residencies would contribute to the CNPPA’s knowledge of 
the West Coast of Cumbria, whilst drawing upon it to help inform the parameters of the 
research.  
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In the development of their practice-led research project our resident artists will work with 
academics and researchers from the CNPPA and wider University of Cumbria community. 
They will also have the opportunity to engage with local communities, businesses and 
partners as part of their research project.  
 
Artists will be asked to consider how the CNPPA’s four themes relate to their own practice 
and research interests, and how they might explore this in Copeland, its landscape and 
people. The CNPPA is also home to the PLACE Collective, a community of artists engaged 
with issues of nature, environment and rural landscapes, which our PLR residents will have 
the opportunity to engage with during their residency. The PLR research artists will share 
their findings at the Deep Time Symposium in Spring 2023. 
 
Deep Time Engagement programme:  
 
The PLR residencies will form part a core part of our engagement programme. Artists will 
work with the University of Cumbria / CNPPA and the deep time curatorial team to devise 



 

talks and events as part of their research and as a method of knowledge sharing; for 
example, a public talk between the artist and their CNPPA research partner. Events will be 
staged in the study area and feature on the Deep Time website as audio or film recordings.  
 
The residencies and engagement programme are funded by the Arts Council of England 
specifically to expand opportunities for engagement by local communities in an area with a 
limited cultural infrastructure. Our artists will be supported by the Deep Time programme 
staff, and Rob and Harriet Fraser (Somewhere/Nowhere and founders of PLACE Collective, 
part of CNPPA), to develop and organise these events.  
 
Deep Time exhibition in September: 
 
Our three residency artists will be invited to exhibit their artwork as part of the opening 
Deep Time launch programme on September 16/17/18, ideally including work made during 
their residency in Cumbria. 
 
Potential research areas:  
 
The residency research topics are open, however three areas of research have emerged as 
potential areas of interest in discussion with the CNPPA: 
 

- Can a nuclear landscape be a cultural Landscape? 

Sellafield is one of the world’s largest and best known nuclear sites, covering over 

650 acres on the West Cumbrian coast. Sellafield is in a decommissioning phase 

which will see the site dismantled over the next 100 years. We are interested in 

exploring the legacy of the nuclear industry, the central role it plays as a local 

employer (over 8000 locals work there), and if nuclear landscapes – once erased - 

can be considered a cultural landscape.   

 

- Farming and agriculture:   

Copeland has a long agricultural industry and is home to hundreds of farms, 

particularly in the southern region. We are offering an artist the opportunity to live 

and work at Beckside dairy farm, located near Millom. Beckside has over 250-cattle 

and is entirely hydro-powered, operation using water running off Black Combe 

Mountain. It features a giant automated milking parlour that operates 3 times a day. 

This strand touches on the research area of Professor Lois Mansfield (Director of the 

CNPPA) whose area of research is upland agricultural practices and hill farming.  

 

- UNESCO and the Lake District’s western fringe: 

The CNPPA have highlighted a gap in their research where the UNESCO site meets 

the coast. This offers a prime opportunity for an artist to explore the area, whilst 

contributing to the expand the CNPPA’s knowledge base, whilst uncovering fresh 



 

areas of exploration. West Cumbria is known for its mining industry, ecological 

hotspots such as Drigg (home to the rare natterjack toad), as well as the nuclear 

industry. More recently it has also been a focus of global debates around a proposed 

new coal mine near Whitehaven.  

 

Residents will receive: 

 

- £5,000 residency fee: to cover artist fees, all research and travel expenses including 

travel to and from the research area, accommodation in Copeland for at least 1 

month (this can also be broken up into blocks of time, for example 2 stays of 2 

weeks).   

- Meetings with academics and researchers from the CNPPA and University of 

Cumbria, to support the residents in the formation of their research project.  

- A tour of the Lake District Coast and Copeland area, during which they will have the 

opportunity to network with local partners, businesses and communities 

- Logistical and curatorial support from the Deep Time curatorial team (Aldo Rinaldi 

and William Rees) and Somewhere Nowhere (Harriet and Rob Fraser) throughout 

Inclusion on the Deep Time website, where artists can share the progress of their 

research project with publics 

 

Residents are expected to: 
 

- Embed themselves within the context of Copeland and the wider Cumbria area. 

Whilst residents are not expected to spend the whole six months in Copeland, they 

must demonstrate a prolonged and meaningful engagement with the area through 

their research.  

- Ideally visit the area during May / June to overlap with the university pre summer 

term times  

- Attend regular meetings with Deep Time curatorial team and members of the 

CNPPA, to give updates on the progress of the research project.  

- Participate in the engagement programme, working with the curatorial team and 

University to programme talks, lectures, events and informal teaching during their 

residency period.  

- Present the output of the practice led research commission at the Deep Time 

symposium in spring 2023 

- Complete a report on their research and the outcomes of their residency, to be 

included in the Deep Time catalogue. 

 
 



 

Diversity and Inclusion 
 
Our residency application process is open to all. Deep Time and the CNPPA are committed 

to equity, diversity and inclusion, and encourage candidates from communities and 

backgrounds underrepresented in the arts (including those from black and other global 

majority backgrounds, from working class/low socio-economic backgrounds, d/Deaf, 

disabled and neurodivergent people, and people from the LGBTQI+ community) to apply.  

Transport 
 
Please note that Copeland has limited transport links, with primary form of travel being car 
or train. A train service operates along the coast between Millom and Whitehaven. Artists 
will be required to organise and undertake their own travel around the borough and to sites 
of interest for research.  
 
Application Process 
 
Stage One – Expression of Interest: Deadline: 8th May 2022 
 
In a single PDF document (no more than 10 MB), please include the following: 
 

- Name 

- Contact telephone number 

- Email  

- An artist’s statement describing your practice and areas of interest (200 words) 

- An indication of how you would use the Deep Time residency (200 words) 

Candidates should identify if they are interested in one of the three research strand 

or not 

- Up to 5 images of your work or practice 

- Links to your website, gallery website, social media or any relevant online 

documentation 

- Confirmation of your availability during the period of the residency and to present 

work during the launch on September 16/17/18 (if you have other engagements or 

commitments during this time, please list them) 

- Your availability for interview (during week commencing May 16th) and whether an 

in person or online interview is preferable 

*If you prefer to supply alternatives to text, you can provide us with a five minute sound or 
video file. We welcome the opportunity to discuss access requirements, both as part of the 
application and interview process and in relation to the residencies. Please contact 
william@deeptime.uk if you have any further questions regarding access. 
 

mailto:william@deeptime.uk


 

Send your application with the subject line “Deep Time – Practice Led Research Residency 

Application” to william@deeptime.uk. Any applications not following the given format or 

submitted after the deadline will not be deemed eligible.  

Stage Two – Interviews  
 
Candidates shortlisted for interview will be notified during the week commencing May 2nd, 
during which they will receive instructions for the interview process. Interviews will take 
place, either in person at the University of Cumbria’s Ambleside Campus or online (via 
Zoom/Teams), during the week commencing May 16th (exact dates TBC).  
 
The interview panel will be made up from members of the residency selection and steering 
committee: Aldo Rinaldi, curator of Deep Time; William Rees, assistant curator of Deep 
Time; Harriet and Robert Fraser, Somewhere/Nowhere and founders of PLACE Collective, 
CNPPA; Eric Barker, Coastal Programme Officer, Copeland Borough Council; and Professor 
Lois Mansfield, CNPPA and University of Cumbria.   
 
Shortlisted candidates will be asked to expand upon their interest in the residencies and set 
out their proposal and schedule for the research residency. Candidates will also have the 
opportunity to ask questions and find out more about the Deep Time programme and 
CNPPA.  
 
Successful candidates will be notified w/c May 23rd 2022.  
 
About Deep Time 
 
Deep Time: Commissions for the Lake District Coast has been commissioned by Copeland 
Borough Council and is funded by HM Government’s Coastal Communities Fund, Sellafield 
Ltd’s Social Impact Fund and the Arts Council of England. It is an integral part of the 
Connecting Cumbria’s Hidden Coast Programme (CCHC). Deep Time comprises 6 new 
permanent commissions, proposals for a major landmark artwork developed by 
international artists and 5 new writers commissions.  
 
Deep Time draws on ideas of time, evoked by the area’s long relationship with geological 
and mineral exploration - home to the world’s first undersea mine, alabaster and gypsum 
deposits, and iron ore mines which lends its landscape its distinctive red hue. Copeland is 
much more than lakes and fells. The towering red sandstone cliffs of St Bees Head are the 
only area of high sea cliffs in the North West and home to one of the largest colonies of sea 
birds on England’s west coast. The coastal village of Ravenglass has the rare accolade of 
being in two UNESCO World Heritage Sites (Hadrian’s Wall and the Lake District National 
Park) and Drigg is a 1000-acre area of internationally important sand-dunes.  
www.deeptime.uk  
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More on the CNPPA 
 
The CNPPA is an interdisciplinary team of academics, professors of practice, visiting and 
honorary fellows situated within the University of Cumbria. They are interested in making a 
difference to national parks and protected area management, collaborating widely with 
those professionals seeking to manage our special places for the benefit of all. 
 
CNPPA operates a transdisciplinary approach, which focuses on world-class academic 
excellence with a global reach, the purpose of which is to inform and influence policy 
making, develop best practice, governance and innovation of resource use and promote 
knowledge transfer through high-quality translational skills. It aims to attract internationally 
and nationally renowned academics in relevant discipline areas through conferences, 
fellowships, research and enterprise projects, whilst at the same time encouraging dialogue 
with policymakers and professional practitioners.  
 
https://www.cumbria.ac.uk/research/centres/centre-for-national-parks-and-protected-
areas/  
 
Ends 
 
 
Partners and Funders:  
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